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COUIlty
talks set for

another round

Delegation at odds
over final numbers

By MATTHEW REID
Staff Reporter

NEWPORT — The Sullivan
County delegation coniinued 1o
discuss the status of the current

. year’s county budget for more

than two and a half hours earlier
this week.

The meeting, which was the
second continuance of a meeting
originally called in mid-May by
Rep. Peter Franklin, D-Newporl,
will be continued yet again next
Menday, June 11.

Delegation members have
expressed concern over the past
month that the current year’s
budget, totaling mmore than $20
million, awill bhe exceeded.
Branklin, the delegation’s chair-
man, has been the most cuispo-
ken about the way finances with-
in the couniy have been handled.
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T'have 1o rely on the Aty
ant in matters like' thi'

'=-“<shape come-the End @f the{flsoal} i
pyear.” Melson said following the,

meeting. *At the end of the third.
quarter we were looking at a
$100,000 deficit, but it’s hard to
tell where the numbers are going
to end up.”

Nelson said it becomes hard to
balance expenses with revenues
because expenses are usually in
place much sooner, creating the
need 10 borrow money in the
short term.

Franklin asked the commis-
sioners office for budget figures

as of May 31, stating the reports
were computenzed and could be
printed at any fime.

“And I mean a complete budg-
et, including expenses and rev-’
enues,” he said.

But Nelson said the process
wasn’t thal simple.

“We'll try 1o gel the numbers
Lo the delegation as soon as pos-
sible, bul it’s not as easy one
might think,” Nelson said. “They
need 1o be proofed and finalized,
you can't just hit the print bui-
on.” .

Also at Franklin’s reguest,
Ceunty Commissioner Ethel
Jarvis said she will check with
Gil de Rubio about where sur-
pluses are recorded within ‘the
budges.

The original meeting on May
15 was called by Franklin so he
ceuid ask Gil de Rubio.about the
status of the budget. Gil de Rubio
and Rodeschir ended up walking
out of the meeting afier Franklin
guestioned the county manager’s

3 df: Rubio nor':_:}
. present  at | |
Monda 75 megting, a point which
offeng[egl Pranklin as much as
anything pertaining to the budget
itgelf.

“It’s unacceptable for the
county manager to ‘stiff” the de]~

.egauon like he has been doing,
Fra flin said. “We as a group‘

ings that we need to get
timely basis and I find
bsheve that the manag-

 ed cut.that Monday mornings are
a’busy time for people and that
it's unrealistic 1o expect someone
Lo be abie (o make every meeting,

It was decided to recess the
meeting until next Monday, June
11. The meeting is tlentatively
scheduled for 9 a.m. at the com-
missioner’s conference room, 14
Main St. in Newport. The meet-
ing may be pushed 1o later in the
afternoon to allow Gil de Rubio
and other administraiors tc be
present.




